
Welcome 
Welcome to our mid-year edition of the Te Waiora Newsletter. By 
producing this newsletter we hope to keep you informed with the 
happenings of the Centre. Please feel free to contact us with your 
thoughts; you can find our contact details on the back page. You 
can also donate to the ministry and its developments by completing 
the donations slip on the back page.

Prayer Points
Giving thanks
· Ruth had a serious eye problem, but this has healed well and her eyesight 

markedly restored..
· For our new prayer chalet and its potential for personal times apart.
· For the encouraging support and interest at the Hororata community “Night-

Glow” event
· For all those who support the ministry with their volunteering, their prayers and 

monetary gifts.
· For the blessings God grants to our guests individually, or as a group.

Let us pray
· That the Lord will honour His promise by granting ‘rest’ and peace to all who 

come ‘weary and burdened’.
· That the Trust may know the wisdom and guidance of God in its oversight and 

planning, and not least in seeking right appointments to the Trust.
· For Hosts, John & Ruth, as they take a break during the July off-season.

“Lovely to have a 
beautiful place to come
away to; the place is
kept to a very high
standard; beautiful, well 
kept gardens refreshes
the senses, soul and 
spirit”
     -   guest comment

WE PAY TRIBUTE TO
Clive Dennis who passed to 
be with his Lord on 4 July.
Clive, along with Esther, has 
been involved at Te Waiora 
since its earliest days.  He 
has been so generous with 
his time and energy, not 
least in providing (gratis) so 
much of our firewood. We 
give thanks for his life, and     
commend Esther to the 
God’s comfort and love. 

       Some of our supporters gathered at the April dedication of the Prayer Chalet …..          And a view of its interior comfort !
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From The Chairman
Kia ora supporters and friends,
Te Waiora  has hosted a number of retreats recently. When a group comes 
to follow a planned programme for a day or the weekend,  it is always a 
special time.  Rev. Jan Brodie, one of our trustees,  Barbara Sampson, a 
spiritual director, and an Alpha group day  have all recently held retreats at 
Te Waiora.

Hororata is known for its big events, such as the Highland Games, but 
recently there was another, the Hororata Nightglow, where numerous hot-
air balloons were lit up at night and moved gracefully to music. We set up 
a food stall as both a fundraiser and publicity site for Te Waiora. There was 
great teamwork from a big team of local volunteers.

We recently had a local consultant draw up plans for future development of our grounds and staff 
accommodation. Having this plan gives us a good focus for our energies in developing Te Waiora 
as a place where people and groups can make full use of the potential our site has for walking, 
sitting, soaking in sunlight, fresh air and views, reading, meditating or praying outside.  We have a 
second gazebo nearly in place and ready for stage two of its construction.

Departures: we have had two. Clare Hamilton, one of our recent trustees, has transferred to 
Tauranga, so we will miss her expertise. Also, a long time supporter of Te Waiora, Clive Dennis, 
died on 4th July.  For many years Clive kept a great supply of firewood coming for Te Waiora. Both 
are irreplaceable in many ways; nevertheless we will look to find others to fill their shoes. We are 
particularly keen to find a person experienced in marketing.

A big thanks goes to the volunteers who have done tree work recently -  Dave Askin, Nelson Early 
and Bob Adams. This tidying work, along with our burnup of a big pile of tree stumps, is making Te 
Waiora tidy and inviting.

As always we are indebted to our hosts, John and Ruth Thompson, volunteers, financial supporters, 
prayer supporters, and trustees. One easy way of adding to your support is to recommend to 
friends that Te Waiora is a good place to go, to take some time out.

Thank you so much, and God bless you for your support.

Brian   

Vouchers
Vouchers can be 
purchased from Te Waiora 
House and are ideal to gift 
or thank somebody who 
could benefit from a time 
at  the House, or a special 
appreciation for service 
given in your church or 
community. 

Special discounts are 
available for multiple 
vouchers.

Ph: 03 318 0789 

Email: 
tewaiorahouse@xtra.co.nz

READ WHAT SOME GUESTS SAY
	 Fantastic; warm and comfortable facilities, with everything 

we needed...
	 Warm lounge for meeting together, and plenty of space for 

individual reflection times….
	 The time of peace and encouragement that John and Ruth 

provided…
	 Freedom to do what I liked when I wanted; to interact or 

not; no responsibility was good respite for me….
	 Delicious, healthy food ! …
	 To come as a guest to this home of prayer, and to be so 

welcomed and so nourished and refreshed—a real 
	 blessing and delight….
	 God’s presence in this beautiful place...

Brian Knopp Trust Chairman



THIS’N’THAT
· While we noted with thanks the  

contribution of trustee, Clare     
Hamilton, as she moves north, we 
are also sorry that Watiri Maina 
has not been able to continue 
as a trustee, owing to family 
circumstances. The Trust continues 
to seek appropriately gifted new   
members.

· Te Waiora House is closed for 
much of July’s mid-winter break. It 
will re-open again from 6 August. 
Phone  and email messages will be 
checked during this period.

· The Trust is anticipating a legacy 
in the not-too-distant future, being 
part of the estate of one of our past 
Friends. This will be most helpful 
and gratefully received.  It could 
be that other friends of Te Waiora 
may like to consider this ministry 
in your will—be the legacy small or 
large. In this way, one can continue 
the good work of Te Waiora. If you 
wish to follow this up, you could 
contact our treasurer for guidance: 
Alan Townley, ph. 03 9424589 or 
email  alant@oconnell.co.nz  

· A Concern for prayer : “As we     
reflect on the position of Christians 
in the West, we have become      
increasingly disturbed at the way 
that Christians, who are now 
themselves a  minority in Christian    
countries, are experiencing an  
erosion of the freedoms and 
human rights that they were in the 
lead in promoting in the English-
speaking world. Somehow, society 
seems to see these rights as 
protecting other minorities and to 
consider that Christians are not in 
need of the same protections.”

      Taken from “Turn the Tide”

THOUGHTS ABOUT DEVELOPMENTS
The Trust over the past year or so has been giving 
thought and prayer to where God may be leading 
Te Waiora and its ministry and facilities. It has been 
working through a “Five-Year Plan”.
Some of the possibilities have been mentioned in this 
edition’s “Chairman’s Letter”. Some have to do with 
general maintenance and up-grading; some to do 
with landscaping developments; others to do with           
increasing staff accommodation. And maybe more….
In all of this, there are inevitable financial               
consequences, which raise matters of seeking funding 
grants, general donations, and maybe legacies or 
loans. However, another significant way of assisting 
with growth is to grow our volunteer family. The Trust is 
SO grateful to those already playing a major part. But 
there is always room for more, including a wide range 
of skills and hours offered.
If you would like to follow up on any of the above, 
please check with an appropriate contact person, 
listed on page 4.    
Thank you in anticipation.

FOR YOUR DIARY
ANNUAL THANKSGIVING SERVICE

Sunday 4 November 2.30pm

Preparing for the coming hungry crowds at the Night-Glow event



Contact Us

Hosts: Ruth and John Thompson
tewaiorahouse@xtra.co.nz
03 318 0789

Trust Chairperson: Brian Knopp
knopp@clarity.net.nz
03 317 9072

Newsletter Editor: 
Graham Button
gabutton@xtra.co.nz
03 352 6504

Trust Mail: PO Box 20-419 
Christchurch 8543

Te Waiora House: 236 Hororata Rd, 
RD2 Darfield 7572

N.B. Please advise David Elliott of 
any changes, additions, or 
deletions to the mailing list: 
elliottfamily@actrix.co.nz 
OR    03 358 9381

FROM OUR HOSTS
We are in the grip of another winter, and each year I am appreciating 
more of the necessity and beauty of the season. How essential it is 
that nature has a rest time in between seasons of fruitfulness and 
productivity – a time of consolidation, and even pruning (ouch!) I even 
learnt a new word recently – vernalization (the acceleration of flowering 
that occurs following prolonged exposure of seeds or young seedlings 
to low temperatures). I have a new appreciation for the beauty of the 
form of trees, stripped of their deciduous leaves, but revealing the 

strength of their form in the barrenness of the season. While outwardly no growth can be seen, yet 
there is the promise of spring and a new season of fruitfulness waiting to burst forth.
While nature responds to the seasons, and operates in a rhythm of life, how much more do we need 
to recognise and flow with the seasons of our lives, and indeed develop daily rhythms that are life 
giving and sustainable. Even Jesus, the Son of God, recognised the need to draw aside and rest, 
ensuring that He remained in constant communion with His Father, even in the midst of a season 
of intense ministry.
Recently I (Ruth) have had the privilege of attending three different spiritual retreats held in the 
Canterbury region. Each occasion has been uniquely helpful for me in slowing down, drawing aside 

Ruth & John Te Waiora Hosts

DONATIONS AND GIFTS TO THE MINISTRY (please specify if your gift is for a specific purpose **)  

Name .....................................................                            ** ................................................................................

Address …………………………………………………………………………………….

Enclosed :  $......................
An annual receipt will be sent after 31 March, but  please tick here if an immediate receipt is required:  (     )
Please send to :  Te Waiora Christian Trust,  P.O.Box  20-419, Christchurch 8543   
                    or Direct Credit  /  or  Automatic Payment: 03 1704 0014464 00

from the busyness of life, and listening to the still small voice of 
my heavenly Father. I wonder how different Moses’ life would have 
been, and indeed the history of the children of Israel, if he didn’t 
take the time to draw aside and investigate the burning bush. 
Te Waiora offers a wonderful opportunity to draw aside from the 
busyness and responsibilities of daily life – whether for just a day 
of quiet, or a few days of pampered rest. Whether it’s to curl up 
with a good book in front of the cosy fire, or enjoy a walk in the 
country air, there’s opportunity to spend your days soaking up 
the restful and peaceful atmosphere, allowing your soul to be 
restored, ready to face the challenges of life with a fresh 
perspective. Hosts are available to listen and pray for guests, and 
guests are welcome to join in a chapel time offered most days. 
Let’s use this winter season to take some time to rest, reflect and 
develop a sustainable rhythm of life to ensure we live life in all it 
fullness. 
Jesus said “Walk with me – watch how I do it. Learn the unforced 
rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. 
Keep company with me and you will learn to live freely and lightly”. 
Matthew 11:29-30 The Message.
A warm welcome awaits you at Te Waiora.
In His love,
Ruth & John


